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INTRODUCTION

The following are chords and lyrics that I have worked out from various  Tim O’Brien albums ‘ For a full list of writing credits check out the album sleeves. 
Over the last couple of years I have really enjoyed playing and singing Tim’s songs and have only created this file so that other people could do the same.

I have mostly written down the chords that I play when I sing and play the songs.  You might have to use a capo if you want to play along withTim, in most cases I will have written the position that Tim plays the tune in.

Most of the lyrics I have cut and pasted from Timobrien.net.

I am currently working on the rest of Tim’s songs but requests are more than welcome.
Any corrections or suggestions are more than welcome at:

Henrycheese@yahoo.co.uk
Enjoy

Henry

Another day 
by Tim O’Brien and Darrell Scott
Tim Plays it in Dm so slap a capo on the 5th fret if you want to play the following chords.
Dm  C Dm  F  C

G  Bb  Dm  C  Dm
Am


G              Am  C                                         G

This world is made with sweat and toil, pushing muscle and elbow oil

Dm                                      F                    Am                    G  Am

We can't lie too long in the shade, cause every day must be remade 
Am                                   G             Am  C                                         G

Some days you fall some days you fly, but in the end we all must die 

Dm                                       F                    Am                     G          Am            
Our rotting flesh and broken bone will feed the ground that we call home


          C                                              G             C                            D
But a new sprout grows from a fallen tree, my sons will go on after me 
                                                 F           Am                 G           Am

So lift your heart and dry your eye, it's another day to live and die 

I've run naked in the wild, seen the beauty of a newborn child 
Like the alchemists of old, I've tried to spin my straw to gold 
Most times a giver, sometimes a thief, so full of hope but prone to grief 
Between freedom and despair, I know that truth is lying there 
I've seen the truth, it's lying there 

And a new sprout grows from a fallen tree, this world will go on after me 
So lift your heart and dry your eye, it's another day to live and die 

So go on now, don't you worry 'bout me, you've miles to go and a world to see 
My life's been long and full and good, I've run this race the best I could 
It's a short time here and long apart, 
But the same song rings in both our hearts 
So take my guitar when I'm gone, write your own rhymes, then pass it on 
Just take your hit and then pass it on 

Let a new sprout grow from a fallen tree, this song will go on after me 
So lift your heart and dry your eye, it's another day to live and die 
It's another day to live and die, just another day

I've Endured 

by David Arthur Reed and Ola Belle Reed
Tim Plays it in F so slap a capo on the 5th fret if you want to play the following chords.

C




F

Born in the mountains, many years ago








C

Climbed these hills and valleys through the rain and snow

       F





       C


I've seen the lightning flashin', heard the thunder roll


F
        C                 F
         G    C


I've endured, I've endured, how long must one endure

Barefoot in the summer, on into the fall

Too many mouths to feed, they couldn't clothe us all

Sent to church on Sunday to learn the golden rule

I've endured, I've endured, how long must one endure

I've worked for the rich, I've lived with the poor

I've seen many heartaches and I'll see many more

I've lived loved and sorrowed, been through success's door

I've endured, I've endured, how long must one endure

Less and Less

By Tim O’Brien

Tim Plays it in D so slap a capo on the 2ndh fret if you want to play the following chords.

C        G                           F

I try to travel around with less and less

  C                                F                          G 
I tried them all and the simple way is the way that's best 
C          G                     F

I save a lot of time not havin' to choose 

C             G                                C
What color shirt I wear or which pair of shoes 

G                                C
Don't need a guitar to sing my song

D7                                       G 
Wherever I land I'll always get along 

Chorus: 

               C                      G                       F
I've been up and down the road a time or two I guess

C                G                           C 
Now I try to travel around with less and less 

I had a woman once, she was not my wife 
I took a long detour on the road of life 
I carried that weight and almost broke my back 
Nearly lost the ones I love getting' back on track 
Wasted lots of time and I still feel the pain 
Made a vow that I won't go through that again 

Chorus 

Coffee in the mornin' a little wine at night 
A meal somewhere in the middle I think I'll be alright 
I've got my pride, I got a smile to greet the day 
I got a friend or two to help me through when I lose my way 
Don't need a guitar to sing my song 
Wherever I land I'll always get along 
I've been up and down the road a time or two I guess 
Now it's time to travel around with less and less

Restless Spirit Wandering

By Tim O’Brien

Tim Plays it in F#m so you would need to slap a capo on the 9th fret if you want to play the following chords. Unless you have a cutaway that’s gonna bit pretty impracticalso try a find a key you feel most comfortable with.
F#        A   E

F#       A    E

A           Cm

B      A       E
Am                                      C                      G
Restless spirit, wandering, come on home again 

Am                                             C                    G
Tell me about your days of old, wander back again 

C                                                                                     Em  
You won't admit your life is taken, to your death not yet awakened 

D                                        C                      G
Restless spirit wandering, come on home again 

Oglethorpe was around this place some hundred fifty years 
Since a Union bullet hit its mark, and his teenaged heart it pierced 
Years ago a young girl lived here, she became his friend 
But when their family moved away their friendship had to end 

When we bought this house the neighbors came and talked about him 
Though we've not heard or seen a thing, I hope he comes again 
I'd like to ask him lots of things, and hear the way he talks 
Describing local battle scenes on some slow morning walk 

Restless spirit, wandering, come on home again 
Tell me about your days of old, wander back again 
Don't admit your life is taken, to your death not yet awaken 
Restless spirit wandering, come on home again 

The room I write used to be a two car garage 
A nineteen fifties chrome and fin and white wall tired montage 
Years later it became a church, and they moved an organ in 
And these walls would shake with holy songs and sermons against sin 

I like to think this place was made for the kind of work I do 
I'll try to be ready when the spirit comes back through 
I'll write it down and sort it out and make it fairly rhyme 
And marry it to melody of the highest flying kind 

I want to try be to a friend to souls that cannot rest 
I would not blame their anger, don't claim to know what's best 
But souls are all connected like the branches on a tree 
And things they see beyond the grave might help out you and me 

Restless spirit, wandering, come on home again 
Tell me about your days of old, wander back again 
Tell me as you come and go, things that people need to know 
Restless Spirit, wandering, come on home again 
Don't admit your life is taken, to your death not yet awaken 
Restless spirit wandering, come on home again

Turn The Page Again

by Tim O’Brien and Lucas Reynolds
Tim Plays it in Bm so slap a capo on the 2th fret if you want to play the following chords.

The XX is where you play the chord of G but go to to F# on the top string on the way down to Em.

Am                                D                  G           XX               Em

December nights come early, wait a while to see the light again

Am                        D                           G          XX        EM  
A question left unanswered, sent out on the evening wind

C                   D                       G                XX    EM  
If winter is a stranger, maybe spring will be my friend 

C                         D                     G
Seasons change, turn the page again 

Summer days are longer, I'm still waiting for your call 
Left hanging like a promise, like summer leaves the fall 
Sometimes she's a stranger, sometimes she's my friend 
But people change, turn the page again 

The car is packed and runnin', my heart is racin' fast 
Kiss you just one more time and hope it's not my last 
The past will be a stranger, the future is my new friend 
So let it change, turn the page again 


F                           C         G
I'm soaring like an eagle, I'll find a place to land 
F                              C            G                         D

I'll let the west wind take me, see what he has planned 

Em                      C                Em                C 
My home is in my heart now, or any place I stand

C 

   D             G      XX                    Em
I'll go where I'm a stranger, I'm gonna try to be a friend

C                  D                         G 
I'm not afraid to turn the page again

C                      D                        G            XX       Em 
If winter was a stranger, maybe spring will be my friend 

C             D                                 G 
Seasons change, turn the page again

Let Love Take You Back Again

by Tim O’Brien

         Em               D         G          Em                 D           G 
I can only tell you what I see, two lonely people you and me 
C

   G              D   Em

       D   G

Both want out and both want in, neither knows where to begin

              Em

   D       G            Em                      D            G 
You can draw a line there in the dirt, stay on your side you won't get hurt

      C                 G           D                  Em                              D        G 
But if you're not afraid to fall, you can take a chance, maybe win it all 

Chorus: 

            Bm                      C       G       Bm                           C       G
You're at the crossroads once again, afraid to lose, you'll never win 

                          C          D  Em                     D       G
Let love lift you, let love in, let love take you back again 

You can count the stars up in the sky, it's a different number every time 
I'm never sure about what is true, one truth for me and one truth for you. 
I can't make you love me now, I can't teach or show you how 
But I'm ready now to take a step, I can lend a hand if you want my help 

Chorus 

I see the fear that's in your eyes, but keep your focus on the prize 
Drop the armor, drop the shame, leave the anger, leave the blame
Kelly Joe’s Shoes

By Tim O’Brien

Tim Plays it in E so slap a capo on the 4th fret if you want to play the following chords.

C





         G           C

I have a friend lives up in Portland, I stayed there with him one time

C






           G       C 
He had a new a pair of high-top sneakers, didn't fit him but they fit me fine

G



    F                            G              C 
I laced up his Converse sneakers, we drove down the California line

G                                                      F                                     G    C 
After we played a little gig in Chico, he headed home, he left me behind


        F

Said take these shoes and be on your way 

C                                 G               C
It looks like you've got travelin' to do

F 
Come back and see me some other day 
C                                           G          C 

Tell me all about where they took you to 

Now I had a lot of fun in those black Chuck Taylors 
A finer shoe has never been worn 
I can see where I've been in the color fadin' 
I can what I learned where they're frayed and worn 
I walked off the tread on the concrete pavement 
Of London, and Dublin, and New York town 
I shook out the sand from the ocean beaches, 
I left it on the floor of an airport lounge 

Chorus 

Today it rained at the bluegrass fester 
It was squishy squashin through the fields all day 
I rinsed them out in the cool lake water, I washed that mountain mud away 
Now I'm sittin' in a friendly kitchen, the wind outside it howls and blows 
I'll let em dry by a cozy fire, and warm my soaked and wrinkled toes

Handsome Molly 

Trad
Tim Plays it in A so slap a capo on the 2nd fret if you want to play the following chords.

G




        D


I wish I was in London or some other seaport town 

 


     C                    G
I’d set my foot on a steamboat and sail the ocean round 


G




       D

Sailing around the ocean, sailing around the sea 




C

G

Thinking of Handsome Molly wherever she might be 

Remember oh dear Molly you gave me your right hand 
You said if you were to marry that I would be your man 

Now you broke your promise go marry who you please 
While my poor heart is breaking you’re going at your ease 


She goes to church on Sunday passes me on by 
I can tell her love is changing by the roving of her eye 

Her hair is like a raven’s, her eyes as black as coal 
Her cheeks they shone like lilies out in the morning glow 





More Love

By Tim O’brien and Gary Nicholson
Tim Plays it in E so slap a capo on the 4th fret if you want to play the following chords.

C
F
     C

F
C
I’m so close to you baby, but I’m so far away

    F
        C


  G
 
There’s a silence between us and there’s so much to say 

     F


C

You’re my strength you’re my weakness 

    F

    C

You’re my faith you’re my doubt

   F
        C
 
We gotta meet in the middle

G 
To work this thing out 


         F

G

C
More love I can hear our hearts cryin’

         F

G
         C

More love I know that’s all we need 

         F
        Em          Am


More love to flow in between us

     Em
            Am

   D7 
To take us and hold us and lift us above 

  F

G
     C
If there’s ever an answer, it’s more love 

We’re afraid to be idle, so we fill up the days 
We run on a treadmill, keep slavin away 
Until there’s no time for talkin’ 
About troubles in mind 
And the doors are all closed 
Between your heart and mine 

More love I can hear our hearts cryin’ 
More love I know that’s all we need 
More love to flow in between us 
To take us and hold us and lift us above 
If there’s ever an answer, it’s more love 

Just look out ‘around you , people fightin their wars 
They think they’ll be happy, when they settle their scores 
Let’s lay down the weapons 
That hold us a part 
Be still for just a minute 
Try to open our hearts 

More love I can hear our hearts cryin’ 
More love I know that’s all we need 
More love to flow in between us 
To take us and hold us and lift us above 
If there’s ever an answer, it’s more love

One Girl Cried

By Tim O’Brien
Tim Plays it in A so slap a capo on the 2nd  fret if you want to play the following chords.

G

D




In a room just like so many

Em

         D


         
 
Knives and forks and glasses clatter

C

G 
He sat behind a microphone

C
                    D

 
In a corner where it didn’t matter 

G

    D

For honest pay an honest player 
Em

   D

Sang for tips and vacant stares 

        C

       G

On a nowhere night like any other 
      C


    D         G


In a nowhere place where no one cares 

She took a seat at an empty table 
Looked at the specials on the menu there 
She’d been out of love for the longest time 
Told her friends she didn’t care 
But from his list he picked a sad one 
Because his heart was empty too 
And the song she heard was like an arrow 
From Cupid’s bow it fairly flew 

      C




        G

And one girl cried to a melody that turned around her soul 

C



          G

One girl cried amazed at how the lyric took it’s toll 

                                 B7                        C                       G
There beside a little table she thought she was safe alone

             C
       D


G 
But the music hit it’s mark when one girl cried 

People try to make things happen 
They plant a seed to make it grow 
They choose a crop to fit the climate 
Till the soil into a row 
But these two people had it different 
More like bees on a flower vine 
Instinct told them where to wander 
Without a map they made out fine 

Remember there’s a hundred failures 
For every seed that sprouts and grows 
It’s rare to find the right conditions 
These things only nature knows 
But miracles are bound to happen 
And these two might just pass the test 
And get the care and love they need 
To carry on for all the rest 



Rock in my Shoe 

By Tim O’Brien and Fred Koller
G


C            D    
Like a rock in my shoe, under my toe

G
                   C          D

 
I think about you, I can’t let go 

      Em


        D
 
It’s dug in deep, it still peeks through

       Em



D 
Tried shakin’ it out, it won’t come loose 
           G                        C    D     G   C    D

Like a rock in my shoe 


Em



         D
 

I’ve searched these rooms a hundred times

Em

        D

For anything you left behind 

C

Am
There’s nothin’ there that I could find

C                        Am 
So how come you're still on my mind 

Like a rock in my shoe, under my toe 
I think about you, I can’t let go 
It’s dug in deep, it still peeks through 
Tried shakin’ it out, it won’t come loose 
Like a rock in my shoe 

The irritation’s always there 
A constant pain, it’s just not fair 
I wish that you would call my bluff 
‘Cause I been hurtin’ long enough 

Like a rock in my shoe, under my toe 
I think about you, I can’t let go 
It’s dug in deep, it still peeks through 
Tried shakin’ it out, it won’t come loose 
Like a rock in my shoe 

Just when I think I might forget 
I realize I’m not there yet 
I know you’re gone, you don’t love me 
But that won’t stop these memories 

There’s a rock in my shoe 
And with every step, I’ll be feelin’ you 

Like a rock in my shoe, under my toe 
I think about you, I can’t let go 
It’s dug in deep, it still peeks through 
Tried shakin’ it out, it won’t come loose 
Like a rock in my shoe, under my toe, I think about you, I can’t let go 
It’s dug in deep, it still peeks through 
Tried shakin’ it out, it won’t come loose 
Like a rock in my shoe

Holy Well
By Tim O’Brien

Em

        D     G

Let's go down to the holy well

D

 G
Down among the heather

Em                                 D       G 
Hear the water make a gentle sound

         D


G 
We'll heal our souls together 


                 Em
Where the water flows from a deeper place 
          G            D    G

And it starts it's life anew 

          Em
We'll plant our wishes there with love 
G         D                     G 

Let our dreams come true 

Chorus 

We'll linger there for a quiet hour 
By the grasses flowers and ferns 
Just put your ear down to the ground 
Let simple thoughts return 

It isn't all the far away 
Just a few steps from the road 
But we can leave our burdens there 
We can lighten up our load 

Chorus 

Hand in hand and side by side 
And heart by loving heart 
Sit quiet there in the misty shade 
And let the healing start 

Chorus

Hold To A Dream 
by Tim O’Brien
Tim Plays it in Bb so slap a capo on the 3rd fret if you want to play the following chords.

G





D
I’m happy to roam, I can find my way through the mountains 

C       G
To the ocean foam 
         D




         G


But if I had a map to show me the way to your heart dear

     C           D  
I’d follow it home 

I’m makin’ my way through the dim lit streets of the old town 
Nowhere to go 
Wonderin’ if the scenes runnin’ in my head will ever slow down 
I miss you so 

Chorus 

Em   D     C
  Am       G    (3)

Hold to a dream, carry it up and down 
Follow a star, search the world around 
Hold to a dream, carry it close to me 

G




D     G
I’m frozen in time, you alone can set me free 

The rain outside is beatin’ down, I’m here at home 
And all alone 
We used to stay so warm inside, now a night like this 
It chills my bones 

Chorus 

I miss you darlin’, it’s more and more I’m thinkin’ 
Thinkin’ of you 
Late at night lyin’ in my sleep I’m dreamin’ 
Dreamin’ of you 

Chorus

Kick Me When I’m Down 
by Tim O’Brien and Gary Nicholson 

Tim Plays it in A so slap a capo on the 2ndh fret if you want to play the following chords.

G
I had to leave her when I done her wrong 




          D


Figured I would come back before too long 

        G



       C


As soon as I moved out, you started comin’ around 

          Em
    F             F#            G

Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down 


                  C


         G

Kick me when I’m down, down level with the ground 

        C


D

Spread it all around, all over this town

 
         C



Em      C

Everybody I know knows I nothin’ but a clown 

            Em             F           F#              G
Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down 

Seems you got the story on the rumor mill 
She had a billionaire uncle, she was in his will 
You were cryin’ at the funeral, makin’ mounful sounds 
Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down 

Kick me when I’m down, down level with the ground 
Spread it all around, all over this town 
Everybody I know knows I nothin’ but a clown 
Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down 

Figured that i knew when enough was enough 
I went back to her place, to pick up all my stuff 
I was slippin’ in the back door, I heard you bouncin’ in the bed 
I forgot about my toothbrush, went for my gun instead 

Picture in the paper, invitation in the mail 
Couldn’t make the wedding, couldn’t go my bail 
Got your honeymoon postcard, jailer brought it around 
Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down 

Kick me when I’m down, down level with the ground 
Spread it all around, all over this town 
Everybody I know knows I nothin’ but a clown 
Ain’t it like an old friend to kick me when I’m down

Nellie Kane 
by Tim O’Brien
Tim Plays it in E so slap a capo on the 4th fret if you want to play the following chords.

C
As a young man I went riding out on the western plain 





    Am
   G

C

In the state of North Dokota I met my Nelie Kane, I met my Nellie Kane

C 
She was living in a lonely cabin with a son by another man 


Five years she had waited for him 


       Am
       G

         C
 


As long as a woman can, as long as a woman can 

CHORUS: 

F


C
I don’t know what changed my mind

   G

   C
Till then I was the ramblin kind 

     F                      C
The kind of love I can’t explain

G                   C 
That I have for Nellie Kane 

Well she took me on to work that day, to help her till the land 
In the afternoon we planted seeds 
In the evening we held hands, in the evening we held hands 
Her blue eyes told me everything a man could want to know 
And it was then I realized that I would never go, I would never go 

CHORUS 

Now many years have gone by, her son has grown up tall 
I became a father to him and she became my all, she became my all 

CHORUS

One Way Street 

By Tim O’Brien


G


         Em

D

You’re leadin’ me down a one way, a one way 
G


          Em

D


You’re leadin’ me down a one way street 

G
                    Em



D 


Is it a game that you play, that you play 

G



        Em
D

Here I’ve been thinkin’ that you’re so sweet 


C
I do the givin’ and you take 
G

All of my lovin’ and you make 
C

Promises that you don’t keep 
G
F# (top stg)   G

Baby the price is too steep

G


         Em
  D
 
You’re leadin’ me down a one way, a one way

C

   D

     G 
You’re leadin’ me down a one way street 

You’ve been paintin’ a picture, it’s a picture 
Maybe it’s pretty but it’s not real 
You better start lookin’ elsewhere, lookin’ elsewhere 
Go find another heart you can steal 
You got my wheels a turnin’, setting my heart to burnin’ 
You never wanted a steady, you just wanted one that was ready 
For you to lead down a one way, a one way 
You’re leadin’ me down a one way street 

(Repeat first four lines) 

Maybe it won’t be too long, you’ll be singing the same song 
You’ll be poundin’ the pavement, wonderin’ which way that I went 

You’re leadin’ me down a one way, a one way 
You’re leadin’ me down a one way street

Walk Beside me 

By Tim O’Brien and Darrell Scott

Dm
           G


Put one foot in front of the other

Dm

F
  G 
Steppin into the here and now 

Dm

 G
I’m not sure just where I’m goin 

      A     G
   Dm
but I will get there anyhow 

I got this far with no direction 
Followed my nose to where I stand 
My heart’s still strong, I know I’ll make it 
Sit right down in the promised land 


F         C
Dm

  F
   C
   Dm
    A

   

Sister come and walk beside me, until our pathways do divide 

Bb       F
C        Dm
Bb       F
C     A
 

Nothin much but love to give you, even less have I to hide 

When you left me in the spring time 
So many questions in my mind 
Summer came and left me waitin 
Not one answer could I find 

I see you in the Rocky Mountains 
I feel you on the great North Sea 
It’s a lonesome road I have to travel 
But you will always be with me 

Brother come and walk beside me, until our pathways do divide 
Nothin much but love to give you, even less have I to hide 

I hear laughter in the thunder 
I feel comfort on the wind 
I see hope in hopeless faces 
Someday they will love again 

People come and walk beside me, until our pathways do divide 
Nothin much but love to give you, even less have I to hide                                                                                                   

